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Those looking to make the most of their next 
vacation should consider spending a week at 
Mini College, a University of Kansas tradition in 
the making.

Any adult interested in rediscovering the student 
experience is invited to attend the second annual 
Mini College from May 24 to 28 at the KU campus 
in Lawrence. For just a $225 registration fee, Mini 
Collegians are treated to a week of fascinating 
lectures delivered by top KU professors, exclusive 
extracurricular activities, tours and social events. 
For the full student experience, participants can 
stay in a KU residence hall. 

Registration is open now at www.minicollege.
ku.edu. The site also contains information about 
courses and activities offered during the week. 

More than 70 courses and activities are being 
offered this year. Some of the courses include 
Everything You Wanted to Know About GDP but 
Were Afraid to Ask; The Promise of Personalized 
Medicine: How Genetic Testing Can Improve 
Health Care; Astroparticle Physics on the Kansas 
Prairie; Islam is a Thinking Chick’s Religion: How 
Muslim Women Can Save Islam; Money Makes 
the World Go ’Round: Geographies of Global 
Finance; and Stuff Accumulates: Managing and 
Downsizing Possessions. 

“All universities say they have world-class fac-
ulty,” said John M. Loney, a 2009 Mini Collegian 
who received his medical degree from KU in 
1974. “After attending Mini College, I was truly 
amazed at the world-class authorities KU has.”

Nearly all Mini College courses are taught by 
the diverse faculty in the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, which encompasses more than 55 
departments, programs and centers and the new 
School of the Arts.

Of the 129 participants from 17 states with the dis-
tinction as serving as the first “graduates” of Mini 
College last June, all reported they would attend 
again and all would recommend the experience to 
a friend.

“I will return this year, and my wife, Pam, will be 
coming along with me,” said George Pangburn, 
who earned a KU master’s in geography in 1974. 
“This was a perfect opportunity to spend more 
time on campus and engage in some interesting 
learning activities.”

The reasons for attending the inaugural Mini Col-
lege were as diverse as the participants. Educators 
liked the opportunity to receive two continuing 
education units for $25. Some came to relive their 
fond memories of Mount Oread and others came 
because they never had the opportunity to attend 
college. 

“I love KU, I love going to school, and the Mini 
College curriculum was exciting,” said Pat Roth, a 
Mini Collegian and 1949 KU graduate. “At age 81, 
I am a much more interested student than I was 
at 16. What’s not to love about being there? I’ll be 
seeing you in May 2010.”

Registration for Mini College is open through 
April 30 for $225. Late registrations will be  
accepted through May 16 for $250. Mini College is 
sponsored by the College and co-hosted by  
the Commons.

I am pleased and deeply honored to serve this year as Interim Dean of the College of  
Liberal Arts and Sciences at KU. As an alumnus, a faculty member, an administrator and 
now as the parent of a student in the College, I know from many perspectives the impact 
that the College has on people’s lives.

It’s a challenging year, as KU faces the same economic difficulties as all institutions.  
Nevertheless, we are not in retreat. Several initiatives begun last year, and several new 
ones, are actively being pursued. I hope that this issue of the KU Collegian will give you 
an idea of the excitement that I have for the College, its accomplishments, and its con-
tinued growth.

This year, we welcome the new School of the Arts into the College. The School consists of the 
departments of dance, film and media studies, theatre, and visual art. To introduce the school to 
the rest of KU and to Lawrence, we are holding a yearlong Celebration of the Arts, with performances 
and exhibits planned on and off campus. The School will bring the arts to a wider campus audience, 
and facilitate cooperation between the arts at KU and in the local and state communities.

Last year, we began two educational programs that take the expertise of College scholars to new audi-
ences. CLAS Acts are interactive presentations by KU faculty held on campus or in the community, 
that are free to all. For example, in November, dance Professor Michelle Heffner-Hayes presented 
“Flamenco for Everyone” at the Lawrence Arts Center. In May, we will hold our second annual Mini 
College, a weeklong “learning vacation,” with presentations by faculty, tours of campus, and a variety 
of other activities. Attendance at Mini College exceeded our expectations last year, and it was very 
well received by all who participated. We’re anticipating an even larger turnout this year.

Several new initiatives will strengthen the College even further. Last year, the College formed a 
partnership with the School of Education to create UKanTeach, an innovative program that allows 
students to get a degree in science or mathematics and a teaching certificate in four years. We are 
now expanding this program in partnership with Johnson County Community College in a Degree 
Partnership Program, in which students may begin their education at JCCC, and transfer seamlessly 
to the UKanTeach Program at KU. We are also increasing our online offerings, and soon will be able 
to provide a KU education to students across the state. The College is more engaged in the life of the 
entire state than ever before, and I believe this engagement will become especially important as our 
society becomes increasingly global.

Please enjoy this issue of the Collegian. Reading of the many interesting and important activities of 
College faculty, I think you will understand my excitement for our future.

Gregory B. Simpson
Interim Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
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Mini College Schedule for Opening Day  •  Monday, May 24

Open Check In

Orientation

Dean’s Update

Clay and Fire: A Raku Workshop

Ideas in Stone on Mount Oread: from Wescoe Beach to Spooner Hall (A Walking Tour)

Sexual Selection and Courtship in Insects

We Were Never Designed for This: The Psychological Toxicity of Modern Life (And What You Can Do About It)

Memoir Writing

Lunch

Chancellor

Osher Lifelong Learning Update

Nicholas Eliopoulos 1969 Film Screening

Art on Campus: How, What, Why? 

Black Holes, Extra Dimensions and All That

Ecological Research at the Prairie/Forest Ecotone, Including an Introduction to KU’s Field Station

Everything You Wanted to Know About GDP But Were Afraid to Ask

educational getaway marks new ku tradition 
Mini College: 

Sound interesting?  

For a complete  

Mini College schedule visit  

www.minicollege.ku.edu

“I love KU, I love 
going to school, 
    and the Mini College 
  curriculum was exciting.”

mini college

Register now 
for “The 
Smartest Trip 
You’ll Ever 
Take”

Mini College

A learning vacation on 

the Lawrence campus 

featuring classes taught 

by KU faculty, tours and 

community events.

 

May 24-28, 2010

$225

www.minicollege.
ku.edu 

 

For more information, 

contact Jessica Beeson 

at (785) 864-1767 or 

minicollege@ku.edu

“This was a perfect opportunity to spend 
          more time on campus and engage in some 
     interesting learning activities.”

Those looking to make the most of their next 
vacation should consider spending a week at 
Mini College, a University of Kansas tradition in 
the making.

Any adult interested in rediscovering the student 
experience is invited to attend the second annual 
Mini College from May 24 to 28 at the KU campus 
in Lawrence. For just a $225 registration fee, Mini 
Collegians are treated to a week of fascinating 
lectures delivered by top KU professors, exclusive 
extracurricular activities, tours and social events. 
For the full student experience, participants can 
stay in a KU residence hall. 

Registration is open now at www.minicollege.
ku.edu. The site also contains information about 
courses and activities offered during the week. 

More than 70 courses and activities are being 
offered this year. Some of the courses include 
Everything You Wanted to Know About GDP but 
Were Afraid to Ask; The Promise of Personalized 
Medicine: How Genetic Testing Can Improve 
Health Care; Astroparticle Physics on the Kansas 
Prairie; Islam is a Thinking Chick’s Religion: How 
Muslim Women Can Save Islam; Money Makes 
the World Go ’Round: Geographies of Global 
Finance; and Stuff Accumulates: Managing and 
Downsizing Possessions. 

“All universities say they have world-class fac-
ulty,” said John M. Loney, a 2009 Mini Collegian 
who received his medical degree from KU in 
1974. “After attending Mini College, I was truly 
amazed at the world-class authorities KU has.” 

Nearly all Mini College courses are taught by 
the diverse faculty in the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, which encompasses more than 55 
departments, programs and centers and the new 
School of the Arts.

Of the 129 participants from 17 states with the dis-
tinction as serving as the first “graduates” of Mini 
College last June, all reported they would attend 
again and all would recommend the experience to 
a friend.

“I will return this year, and my wife, Pam, will be 
coming along with me,” said George Pangburn, 
who earned a KU master’s in geography in 1974. 
“This was a perfect opportunity to spend more 
time on campus and engage in some interesting 
learning activities.”

The reasons for attending the inaugural Mini 
College were as diverse as the participants. 
Educators liked the opportunity to receive two 
continuing education units for $25. Some came to 
relive their fond memories of Mount Oread and 
others came because they never had the opportu-
nity to attend college. 

“I love KU, I love going to school, and the Mini 
College curriculum was exciting,” said Pat Roth, a 
Mini Collegian and 1949 KU graduate. “At age 81, 
I am a much more interested student than I was 
at 16. What’s not to love about being there? I’ll be 
seeing you in May 2010.”

Registration for Mini College is open through 
April 30 for $225. Late registrations will be  
accepted through May 16 for $250. Mini College is 
sponsored by the College and co-hosted by  
the Commons.
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Distinguished Achievement Award Recipients

1997

Nancy Kassebaum Baker

Clyde W. Toland

1998

Arthur F. McClure

1999

Martha Peterson

2000

James E. Hesser

2001

Fred Six

2002

Jill Quadagno

2003

Jill S. Docking

Paul R. Ehrlich

2004

Douglas D. Heckathorn

Terrence D. Jones

Paul S. Keim

Edward F. Reilly, Jr.

2005

Elizabeth “Betsy” Broun

Irving Johnson

Mike Robe

Gary Sick

2006

David Hillis

Sally Hoglund

Charley Oswald

Sara Paretsky

2007

Thomas G. Burish

B.H. “Pete” Fairchild

Steven Hawley

Rosemary O’Leary

Randy Scott

2008

Mary Dawson

James Gunn

Thomas Rudkin

George Sheldon

2009

Sheila Bair

Jacqueline Z. Davis

Robert Hill

Deanell Reece Tacha

ANN HAMILTON
Ann Hamilton is a visual artist internationally recognized 
for the sensory surrounds of her large-scale multimedia 
installations. Noted for a dense accumulation of materi-
als, her environments create immersive experiences that 
respond to the architectural presence and social history 
of their sites. Hamilton received a bachelor’s in textile 
design from KU in 1979 and a master’s in sculpture from 
Yale University in 1985. She has been a recipient of the 
Heinz Award, MacArthur Fellowship, Guggenheim Memo-
rial Fellowship, NEA Visual Arts Fellowship and United 
States Artists Fellowship. She is a professor of art at Ohio 
State University. 

STEVE MILLS 
Steve Mills, president and producer of New Vision Enter-
tainment, has led a distinctive entertainment career, pro-
ducing more than 600 television movies and mini series. 
His work on “The Incident” was honored with an Emmy 
Award. As senior vice president of programming for 
Qintex Entertainment, he was responsible for the lauded 
“Lonesome Dove.” Mills has worked with such actors 
as Henry Fonda, Sidney Poitier, Burt Lancaster, Robert 
Duvall and Anthony Hopkins. He attributes much of his 
success to his “Kansas ethic of honesty and common 
sense.” Mills graduated from KU in 1951 with a bachelor’s 
in liberal arts and sciences. 

bill james
Through his innovative work with baseball research, Bill 
James has changed the way the sport is viewed, under-
stood and managed. James is senior adviser to the Boston 
Red Sox, contributing to the team’s two world champi-
onships. He was identified by Time magazine as one of 
the 100 most influential people in the world. James has 
published more than 20 books and dozens of articles 
focusing on the elements of a winning baseball team. “The 
Bill James Gold Mine 2009” is a groundbreaking collection 
of 17 original essays and statistical profiles. James received 
bachelor’s degrees in English and economics from KU in 
1973 and a bachelor’s in education in 1975. 

KATHLEEN SEBELIUS
Kathleen Sebelius was sworn in as the 21st secretary of 
the Department of Health and Human Services in April 
2009. As secretary, she’s become a familiar face to Ameri-
cans as a powerful advocate for reforming the nation’s 
health insurance system and a leader of the administra-
tion’s response to public health emergencies, including the 
H1N1 virus. Sebelius was elected governor of Kansas in 
2002 and was reelected in 2006. In 2005, Time magazine 
named her one of America’s five best governors for her 
leadership and record of bipartisanship. Sebelius graduated 
from KU with a master’s in public administration in 1980. 

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI

Opposite page, clockwise: 
Kaph glove by Ann Hamilton, 
courtesy Ann Hamilton Studio; 
On the set of “Lonesome 
Dove,” one of Steve Mills’ ex-
tensive credits; “The Bill James 
Historical Baseball Abstract” is 
among James’ two dozen books 
devoted to baseball; Generic 
influenza virion’s ultrastruc-
ture, one of the public health 
emergencies Kathleen Sebelius 
responds to as HHS Secretary.

This page, left to right: Ann 
Hamilton; Bill James; Steve 
Mills; Kathleen Sebelius

Strength of liberal arts education reflected 
in accomplishments of alumni
An acclaimed artist, baseball consultant, television executive and U.S. cabinet secretary are the recipients of the 
prestigious Alumni Distinguished Achievement Awards, the highest honor bestowed by the College on its graduates. 
It is a testament to the quality of education offered in the College that extraordinarily accomplished alumni get 
discovered each year to honor with these awards.   

P For information on 
how to nominate a 
CLAS graduate, go to 
clas.ku.edu (follow the 
“Alumni and Friends” 
link) or contact 
cappel@ku.edu or 
785.864.3516.

Hester + Hardaw
ay
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As special assistant and press 
lead in the Obama administra-
tion, Johanna Maska travels the 
world preparing the President’s 
events. After graduating with 
degrees in history and journal-
ism, Maska joined the Obama 
campaign and landed her current 
position in January 2009. The 
enthusiasm and life achievements 
of Professors Mohamed El-Hodiri 
and Bill Tuttle left a lasting im-
pact on Maska. 

“I’m privileged enough to have been 
at a great deal of the President’s  
major events over the last two and a 
half years, so I’ve seen history in  
the making.”

While Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius may be the most prominent Jayhawk in 
the White House, she’s not alone. College alumni serve the Obama Administration in a variety of roles, 
from trade representatives to attorneys. The following individuals highlight how a liberal arts and sciences 
education from KU prepared them for top positions in the executive branch.    

Since receiving his MPA from 
KU, Shaun McGrath, deputy 
director in the White House Of-
fice of Intergovernmental Affairs, 
has worked with the Western 
Governors’ Association and 
served as a city council member 
and mayor of Boulder, Colo. John 
Nalbandian, KU professor of 
public administration, positively 
influenced McGrath’s ability to 
work in partisan environments.

“There are many good opportuni-
ties for internships at all levels of 
government. Although these are not 
high-paying jobs, they can offer an 
opportunity to experience public 
policy and make contacts that can 
lead toward a career.”

Stacy Elmer earned her MA in 
philosophy from KU before she 
was tapped to serve as special 
assistant to the assistant secretary 
of bioterrorism preparedness and 
emergency response where she 
responds to emergencies such 
as the H1N1 outbreak and Haiti 
earthquake. Elmer credits Profes-
sors Derrick Darby and Donald 
Marquis for helping her develop 
an understanding of philosophy’s 
influence on policy.

“My job includes everything from 
tracking meeting notes in the Secre-
tary’s Operations Center to staffing 
meetings to working on policy memos 
to writing speeches. Every day is 
something new.”

Jayhawks flock to White House

creating opportunities: 
  School of the Arts  
        inspires new enthusiasm     
     among students

Each student in KU’s new School of the Arts 
has a story to share through their unique forms of 
artistic expression. A year-long Celebration of the 
Arts is underway to help tell those stories with 
opportunities to inspire and increase participa-
tion in the arts. Created by a reorganization 
of KU’s fine arts programs, the school housed 
within the College is training future artists in the 
departments of dance, film and media studies, 
theatre, and visual art. Here is a snapshot of stu-
dents who will represent KU to the art world.     

John Sebelius, visual art 

Why did you decide to attend KU?

“After graduating from the Rhode Island School of  
Design, I started my own company and wanted a 
market that was also cost-effective.  I fell in love with 
Lawrence as a city and knew I really wanted to get in-
volved in the art scene here.  The lifeblood of this city is 
the university.  It was a happy accident but a perfect fit.”  

Zachary Ingle, film

Is there a particular professor who has  
inspired you?

“The chair of our department, Tamara Falicov, has cer-
tainly had an impact on me. I loved her course in Latin 
American cinema. She serves as an ideal model of the 
teacher-scholar, as she performs both tasks to her full-
est. Dr. Falicov encourages her students and sincerely 
cares that they learn the material.”

Chandra O. Hopkins, theatre

What’s exciting about the new School of  
the Arts?

“There is a wonderful sense of energy that has come 
from putting together the four diverse, strong depart-
ments that make up the new School of the Arts.  I have 
noticed a wonderful interest to find out how the new 
school can help in making arts students the successful, 
professional artists that they strive to be now.”  

Nora Burt, dance

How has a SOTA class made an impression  
on you?

“I really enjoyed improvisation.  It’s hard for danc-
ers who have been in extremely structured technique 
classes to let loose. As that was my first non-technical 
dance class at KU, it brought me out of my shell right 
away. Michelle Heffner Hayes provided a really nur-
turing and fearless environment for us.”

inside the collegeinside the college
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KU students perform in 
the production Eurydice



SOLDIERS PREPARE FOR 
NEXT MISSIONS AT KU
KU recently was named to a select list of 
“military-friendly colleges and universities” by 
Military Advanced Education magazine. KU 
was one of only 20 cited for “particularly good 
academics” and one of 37 identified as having 
“notable veterans support programs.”

In recent years, KU has expanded its partner-
ship with the U.S. Army Command and General 
Staff College (CGSC) at nearby Ft. Leavenworth. 
The establishment of an Office of Professional 
Military Graduate Education facilitates the swap 
of knowledge between KU and the Armed Forces. 
The office oversees a new interdisciplinary 
doctoral program in special studies for military 
officers, offers a graduate program in interagency 
studies and runs the Wounded Warriors initia-
tive, a pilot program that allows injured soldiers 
in the Army a chance to obtain graduate degrees.   

The creation of a new Center for Global and 
International Studies that will harness, expand and 
share the University of Kansas’ immense worldwide 
knowledge promises to build upon a long tradition of 
international scholarship in the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences. 

With all this knowledge concentrated in one place, the 
Center for Global and International Studies aims to cen-
tralize KU’s international strengths, such as language and 
area studies programs and international research, encourage 
collaboration and improve available resources. The depth of 
global expertise at KU is evident in the number of faculty affili-
ated with the center: 325, which represents about 25 percent of all 
KU faculty. Most of those faculty come from the College. 

The center will also provide a new home for the co-major in global and in-
ternational studies and the graduate MA in global and international studies. A 
committee comprised of faculty, staff and students is developing a proposal to create 
a stand-alone major in global and international studies.

The Center for East Asian Studies 

celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2009 

with a banquet and special guests. 

The Center for Russian, East Euro-

pean and Eurasian Studies will stage 

a conference on Russian language 

proficiency for educators. 

The Center for European Studies is 

offering courses in the spring that focus 

on major current issues, including the 

European Union and Islam in Europe.

The Kansas African Studies Center is 

working on an application to obtain 

National Resource Center status for 

2010-’14. 

The Center of Latin American Studies 

director, Professor Elizabeth Kuznesof, 

received the 2009 George and Elea-

nor Woodyard International Educator 

Award at KU.

A Native American college guide lists 

KU as a university that inspires stu-

dents, noting close proximity to and 

exchanges with Haskell Indian Nations 

University. Global Indigenous Nations 

Studies Professor Devon Abbott 

Mihesuah is KU’s liaison to Haskell.

college collects vast 
ku international  
expertise in new center

Global domination

The activities of the 

College’s international 

area studies centers 

are a constant  

reminder of the depth 

and breadth of faculty’s 

worldwide expertise.

Major Robin “Rob” Montgomery 

graduated with a master’s in public 

administration from KU while also 

attending the intermediate level 

education course at CGSC at Fort 

Leavenworth. Montgomery currently 

works in the Pentagon as aide-de-

camp to the Chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff, Adm. Michael Mullen.  

“There were many parallels between my 

studies at CGSC and KU’s  

MPA program.”

Ari Jean-Baptiste is participating in the 

Army’s Wounded Warrior program. 

A chief warrant officer, Jean-Baptiste 

was the co-pilot of a Kiowa Warrior 

OH-58D helicopter that crashed in 

March 2007 in Iraq. Upon receiving his 

master’s in political science, Jean-Bap-

tiste plans to continue as an instructor 

at CGSC at Ft. Leavenworth. 

“Though it hasn’t been easy, the  

classes are always challenging and  

intellectually stimulating.”

Aaron Kirby received his undergradu-

ate degree from KU with a specialized 

major in asymmetric conflict analysis. 

Kirby left academia to serve as a NCO 

with the 19th Special Forces Group. 

After being honorably discharged, 

Kirby returned to KU to complete 

his master’s in asymmetric conflict 

analysis. 

“By allowing me the flexibility to learn 

from a diverse selection of disciplines, 

my education was tailored more to my 

professional needs.”
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Mission accomplished: CLAS grads apply skills

Chuck France
KU University Relation

Above:  
Ari Jean-Baptiste  
Courtesy of Bill Steele 
Office of Professional  
Military and  
Graduate Education

Above: Satellite view of 
the Plateau of Iran, in 
central Iran. “Rainbow 
Alluvium” courtesy of 
Mike Houts of Terra 
Firma Imaging, www.
terrafirmaimaging.
com. Houts received a 
bachelor’s degree in en-
vironmental studies and 
a master’s in geography, 
both from KU. His geo-
art on canvas decorates 
the walls of the new 
Center for Global and 
International Studies.

Terra Firm
a Im

aging
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Charles Greenwood, professor of applied behavioral 
science and director of Juniper Gardens
The U.S. Department of Education awarded a $10 million 
grant to Juniper Gardens Children’s Project, a Kansas 
City, Kan.-based program of the Life Span Institute at KU, 
to fund a Center for Response to Intervention in Early 
Childhood. Judith Carta, professor of special education, is 
a co-recipient of the grant.

“Learning to read is one of the most important skills 
children need for success in later life,” said Greenwood. 
“Unfortunately, children with reading problems are often 
identified much too late.”

Townsend Peterson, University Distinguished Profes-
sor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology and senior cura-
tor at the Biodiversity Institute
A $1.12 million grant from the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention to KU’s Biodiversity Institute is fund-
ing research in several countries hit hard by viral diseases 
and places that are home to the H5N1 strain of avian 
influenza. Leonard Krishtalka, director of the Biodiversity 
Institute, is a co-principal investigator for the grant.

“We want to know where these viruses are, why they 
are there and how they are most likely to spread to other 
areas,” Peterson said. “ Are they there because of certain 
species of birds, or because several species share the 
same habitat?”

James Orr, professor of molecular biosciences and 
director of the 500 Nations/Bridges to Baccalaureate 
program, and Estela Gavosto, associate professor of math-
ematics and associate director of the Office for Diversity 
in Science Training 
The National Institutes of Health renewed a $1.14 million 
grant to a collaborative program between KU and Haskell 
Indian Nations University that provides research experi-
ences for Haskell students at KU laboratories.   

“It is only with NIH support that we can provide op-
portunities for these talented students who are planning 
careers in biomedical research and are underrepresented 
in their fields,” Orr said.

Donna Ginther, professor of economics
A $1.2 million grant from the National Institutes of Health 
is funding research on the influences on women in bio-
medical sciences that contribute to a substantial number 
leaving the field before attaining academic careers. 

“We found that the challenges for women are very 
different than those of other underrepresented minor-
ity researchers. We hope to soon be able to understand 
these challenges better,” Ginther said.

Yo Jackson, associate professor, applied behavioral
science, clinical child psychology program, and psychology
A $1.7 million grant from the National Institutes of Health 
and the National Institutes of Mental Health to test how 
children exposed to child maltreatment develop resilience. 
The results of the work will assist the field in developing 
treatments for youth exposed to trauma.
 
“We need to better understand why and how this suffer-
ing happens, what individual and environmental factors 
are actually helpful, and which are not really all that 
important,” Jackson said.

Kristin Bowman-James, University Distinguished 
Professor of Chemistry, Dietrich Earnhart, professor of 
economics, Judy Wu, University Distinguished Professor 
of Physics, Joane Nagel, University Distinguished Professor 
of Sociology
The National Science Foundation awarded $20 million to 
Kansas NSF EPSCoR, a statewide program that includes 
major Kansas research universities, to provide a fresh inte-
grative approach to address climate change and renewable 
energy challenges.
 
 “We envision that this interdisciplinary research effort, 
bridging across the natural and social sciences and engi-
neering, will ultimately allow Kansas to be a key leader in 
research that addresses serious global challenges,” said 
Bowman-James.

Joseph Heppert, Associate Vice Provost for Research & 
Graduate Studies, professor of chemistry and a co-direc-
tor of UKanTeach 
The National Math and Science Initiative awarded a $2.4 
million grant aimed at doubling the number of math and 
science teachers graduating annually. The grant benefits 
UKanTeach, a collaborative program in the College and 
School of Education that leads to a degree in science or 
math as well as a teaching license in four years. Other 
co-directors of the program are Steven Case, director 
of KU’s Center for Science Education, and Marc Mahlios, 
chairman of the Department of Curriculum and Teaching 
in the School of Education.

“UKanTeach has gained traction quickly due to the  
tremendous need for the teachers it will prepare,”  
said Heppert.

All major universities 
do research, but when 
Forbes Magazine 
named only 10 as “IQ 
campuses” for trail-
blazing research, KU 
was one. 

The pace of innovation 
at KU shows no signs 
of slowing down. Last 
year externally-funded 
research topped $200 
million for the first 
time in KU’s history. 
College faculty mem-
bers play a significant 
role in the university’s 
reputation as a world-
class research institu-
tion with new discover-
ies taking place daily 
in the arts, humani-
ties, social sciences 
and natural sciences.  

From laboratory 
discoveries that cure 
diseases to uncovering 
historical knowledge 
that prevents repeat-
ing mistakes, KU 
research makes life 
better by expanding 
our understanding of 
the world. 

External grants provide 
essential funding for gradu-
ate research opportunities 
that allow students to work 
elbow-to-elbow with faculty. 

one 
in a 

million

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

Se
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al liberal arts and science resea
r
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College faculty engaged in million dollar research 

inside the college

A
aron Paden

KU University Relations
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African & African-American Studies 

The Nigerian Ambassador to South Africa, 

Lesotho, and Swaziland, Dr. Mohammed Buba 

Marwa, visited KU and the department to 

attend the Marwa Africana Lecture Series in 

November. The 2009 lecture was delivered 

to a teeming audience by Amiri Baraka 

(formerly LeRoi Jones), an Obie Award poet, 

playwright, and social critic. The department 

also welcomed its newest faculty member, 

Anthony Bolden, an associate professor of 

African-American cultural studies with spe-

cialty in funk and blues. 

American Studies

Graduate students Hong Cai and Megan 

Williams were awarded Summer Research 

Fellowships from the Office of Graduate 

Studies. Ann Schofield spent the 2008-09 aca-

demic year as a Senior Research Fellow at the 

Rothermere American Institute. Ruben Flores, 

assistant professor, spent August 2008 to July 

2009 in Austin, Texas, as part of a year-long 

fellowship that he received to study at UT 

Austin’s Institute for Historical Studies.

Anthropology

Arienne Dwyer, associate professor of 

linguistic anthropology, was one of two KU 

professors to receive a prestigious Higuchi-

KU Endowment Research Achievement 

Award for 2009. Donald D. Stull, professor of 

anthropology, received the Society of Applied 

Anthropology’s Sol Tax Distinguished Service 

Award for 2009. Stull was also part of a three-

member panel in January that discussed the 

culture of food in the United States.

Applied Behavioral Sciences

Several graduate students received recogni-

tion at the meeting of the Mid-American As-

sociation for Behavior Analysis: Monica Fran-

cisco for the best basic research poster, Meg 

Stein for the best overall poster, and Jonny 

Miller for the best student paper. Greg Mad-

den, associate professor, received this year’s 

university-wide ING Excellence in Teaching 

Award. Assistant professors Claudia Dozier 

and Pam Neidert opened “Little Steps,” a 

new on-campus program for children with 

severe challenging behavior.

Bioinformatics

The Kansas Board of Regents approved a 

Ph.D. granting program in Bioinformatics. The 

program is based in the Center of Bioinfor-

matics and involves faculty at KU’s Lawrence 

campus, KU Medical Center and Stowers 

Institute. The Bioinformatics faculty members 

are recognized world-class leaders in bioin-

formatics, computational biology, information 

technology and life sciences. 

Center for Science Education 

The center awarded 10 Robert Noyce 

Teacher Scholarships that will provide 

funds to support scholarships, stipends and 

academic programs for undergraduate STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) 

majors and post-baccalaureate students hold-

ing STEM degrees who commit to teaching in 

high-needs K-12 school districts. The Univer-

sity of Kansas Center for Science Education 

has developed the UKanTeach STEM teacher 

development program.  

Center for Global and Interna-

tional Studies

The center hosted Reza Aslan, an internation-

ally acclaimed writer and scholar of religions, 

who explored the intersection where faith, 

politics and international relationships meet 

in his lecture “How to Win a Cosmic War” 

on Feb. 17. Aslan is author of two books and 

has appeared on numerous news programs. 

Thomas Heilke, professor, begins his term this 

spring as the center’s first director. The center 

aims to establish a stand-alone major in Global 

and International Studies for the fall of 2010. 

Chemistry

Professor Craig Lunte began his term as chair 

of the department in August. Joseph Heppert, 

professor, was named associate vice provost 

for research and graduate studies at KU. 

Distinguished Professor Kristen Bowman-

James will receive a $20 million grant from 

the National Science Foundation. Associate 

professors Heather Desaire and Cindy Berrie 

were selected to receive W.T. Kemper Fel-

lowships for Teaching Excellence. Professor 

Robert Dunn has been selected as one of 

five 2009 Outstanding Educators by the KU 

Mortar Board Honors Society.

Child Language

Steve Warren, vice provost for research and 

graduate studies and child language develop-

ment scientist, is lead author of a study employ-

ing the LENA (Language Environment Analysis) 

system, an automatic vocal analysis technology 

that allows researchers to measure precisely 

the impact of autism on several aspects of how 

children learn language. 

Classics

The department hosted the Fifth Annual Paul 

Rehak Memorial Symposium on Ancient Art, 

on March 10. The topic for the event was “Nar-

rative in Greek and Roman Relief Sculpture.” 

The invited scholars were: Peter J. Holliday of 

California State University, Long Beach, Eliza-

beth Marlowe of Colgate University, and David 

Petrain of Vanderbilt University. 

Clinical Child Psychology

The program received the Richard Suinn Minor-

ity Achievement Award from the American 

Psychological Association for success in recruit-

ing, retaining and graduating a diverse graduate 

student group. Yo Jackson, associate professor, 

and the University of Kansas were recently 

awarded a $1.7 million dollar grant from the 

National Institutes of Health to study the path-

ways toward resilience in children exposed to 

child maltreatment. 

Communication Studies:

Dave Tell, associate professor, has been invited 

to present at a conference in March entitled 

“Rhetoric, Politics, and the Obama Phenom-

enon” hosted by Texas A&M University. Dorthy 

Pennington, associate professor, was one of 

five women scholars in communication whose 

scholarship was recognized and discussed on 

a panel at the recent annual convention of the 

National Communication Association.

Center for Russian, East European 

and Eurasian Studies

The center just completed a fun-filled semester 

full of events celebrating the fall of the wall in 

Berlin, the Velvet Revolution in Czechoslovakia, 

Solidarity in Poland, and the end of Soviet-style 

authoritarian rule in Central Europe. During 

the summer and fall of 2010 CREES will stage 

two notable events. One is a June conference 

on Russian language proficiency, “Clearing the 

Hurdle between Intermediate and Advanced 

Russian Proficiency.” The department will also 

begin offering a new minor program.

Center for Research Methods and 

Data Analysis

At the beginning of the spring semester, the 

CRMDA will officially open its doors at its suite 

of offices in Watson 470. In this space, the cen-

ter will have two Ph.D.-level statisticians in place 

along with numerous graduate students who 

can provide walk-in consultations and assistance.

Dance

Alumnus Jun Kuribayashi performed with the 

Pilobolus Dance Theater at the Lied Center 

in February. The University Dance Company 

presents its spring concert April 22 and 23 at 

the Lied Center. Dance students will present 

works at the spring New Dance performances 

on April 29 and 30 at the Elizabeth Sherbon 

Theatre in Robinson Center. Michelle Heffner 

Hayes, associate professor and flamenco ex-

pert, presented an interactive journey through 

the history and structures of flamenco at the 

Lawrence Arts Center in the fall. 

East Asian Languages & Cultures 

Crispin Williams, assistant professor, spent the 

2007-’09 academic years in China, continu-

ing collaborative work on his research on the 

Wenxian Covenants. Faye Xiao joined the 

department as an assistant professor in August. 

Xiao will be teaching new courses for next 

year, including advanced Chinese and gender, 

marriage and family in modern China. Yan Li, 

assistant professor, will teach a new course, 

Language and Society in East Asia, in fall 2010. 

Center for East Asian Studies

The center celebrated its 50th year in 2009 

with a banquet featuring reminiscences of the 

early years by Professors Emeritus Grant Good-

man from the Department of History and Felix 

Moos from the Department of Anthropology. 

Other activities in 2009 included the first Wal-

lace Johnson Memorial Lecture, given by Peter 

Bol of Harvard University, and a conference on 

“The Opening of Western China” organized by 

associate professors John Kennedy from political 

science and Arienne Dwyer from anthropology.

Ecology & Evolutionary Biology

Joy Ward, associate professor, was chosen to 

receive a Presidential Early Career Award for 

Scientists and Engineers, the highest honor that 

can be bestowed upon a young scientist or 

engineer in the United States. Deborah Smith, 

News from around the College
Left to right: KU mourned the loss of Harry Shaffer, a longtime economics professor; alumni and family pose with Baby Jay at the College’s football tailgate tent; pub-
lic administration alumnus Greg Clay received a top award at the National Forum for Black Public Administrators’ annual conference; KU’s championship debaters; 
the College and several departments hosted a lecture by noted Middle East scholar and author Reza Aslan; recognition ceremony for professor James Juola, psychol-
ogy, who was appointed a professor in the School of Industrial Design and Innovation Sciences at Eindhoven University of Technology; Mizuki Azuma, new assistant 
professor in molecular biosciences.



14

clas notes

15

clas notes

in forming a national Turner society in the 

19th century and supported the Union cause 

during the Civil War. The New York archives 

add significantly to the Max Kade Center’s 

research materials on the Turners.

Gerontology

Susan Kemper, distinguished professor, partici-

pated in the Science Leadership Conference 

on Enhancing the Nation’s Health through 

Psychological Science. She then met with 

representatives of the Kansas congressional 

delegation to discuss the impact of the Ameri-

can Recovery and Reinvestment Act for KU 

and the KU Medical Center. David Johnson, 

assistant professor, published an article in the 

Archives of Neurology about early indicators 

of Alzheimer’s disease.   

Global Indigenous Nations Studies

Native American college guide Winds of 

Change has listed KU as one of seven univer-

sities that inspire students, noting KU’s close 

proximity to and exchanges with Haskell 

Indian Nations University. Professor Jay 

Johnson is conducting research on the Wait-

angi Treaty Grounds in New Zealand. John 

Hoopes, director and associate professor, has 

been studying the ruins of Nuevo Corinto, an 

ancient village in Costa Rica, which appears to 

have been the center of a chiefdom. 

History

The department is pleased to announce the 

initiation of its “Pivotal Events in History 

Program.” With this program, the department 

will host an annual event devoted to particular 

historical turning points. The department will 

devote its first program in fall 2010 to the U.S. 

presidential race of 1860, in commemoration 

of the sesquicentennial of Abraham Lincoln’s 

election. Professor Jonathan Earle is working 

on a book on this topic and will give a public 

talk on the subject. 

History of Art

Marsha Haufler, professor, traveled to Seoul, 

South Korea, in October, to give an invited 

presentation for the Korea Foundation’s 11th 

Workshop for Korean Art Curators. Elizabeth 

Broun (Ph.D., ‘76), who since 1988 has been 

the director of the Smithsonian American Art 

Museum, was listed as one of “Washington’s 

100 Most Powerful Women” by the October 

2009 Washingtonian magazine. 

Humanities & Western Civilization 

The program is sponsoring the Mid-America 

Humanities Conference, a regional forum for 

interdisciplinary student research, to be held 

April 3 on the theme “Downward Spirals? 

Thinking about ‘Crisis’ across the Disciplines.”  

Undergraduate and graduate students at KU 

and other colleges and universities in the 

region are invited to submit paper propos-

als. The keynote speaker will be Tom Lutz, 

professor of creative writing at the University 

of California-Riverside.

Jewish Studies

The program is hosting a screening of the 

Israeli documentary “Menachem and Fred: A 

Tale of Two Brothers.” One of the documen-

tary’s two directors will be present for a Q&A 

session after the screening. The film won the 

Berlin 2009 Cinema Peace Award for “Most 

Inspirational Movie of the Year” and “Audi-

ence Favorite for Best Documentary” in the 

Palm Beach Jewish Film Festival 2009. 

Kansas African Studies Center

The center hopes to secure consecutive terms 

of National Resource Center status for the 

first time in its history. The center welcomes 

two new faculty colleagues to campus, Kath-

ryn Rhine, assistant professor of anthropology, 

and Anthony Bolden, associate professor of 

African and African-American Studies. The 

center is hosting two major conferences – in 

the fall there was one on African Trade and 

Development; the spring conference will focus 

on health and development. 

Latin American Studies

Elizabeth Kuznesof, professor and director, re-

ceived the 2009 George and Eleanor Wood-

yard International Educator Award. Robert 

Rodriguez, associate director of KU’s McNair 

Scholars Program and lecturer in the center, 

was part of the panel for the Heavyweight 

Boxing Symposium at KU featuring heavy-

weight champion George Foreman. Rodriguez 

is a boxing journalist.

Linguistics

Joan Sereno, professor, recently obtained 

NSF funding for her research on lexical tone 

processing. Utako Minai joined the depart-

ment as assistant professor. Alison Gabriele, 

assistant professor, received the Byron A. 

Alexander Graduate Mentor Award. Kelly 

associate professor, received a W.T. Kemper 

Fellowship for Teaching Excellence. Orley 

Taylor, professor, was part of a team that 

launched monarch butterfly larvae into space. 

Economics

The department and William A. Barnett 

are co-authors of the world’s fourth most 

influential economics blog, Inside the Econo-

mist’s Mind. Nathan Berg (Ph.D., ‘01) created 

a music video set at a job fair. The video is 

concerned with the imbalance of negotiat-

ing power between employers and workers. 

Ronald Caldwell, assistant professor, has 

implemented a mentorship program for new 

graduate students.

English

Maryemma Graham, professor, received a 

$200,000 grant to conduct a two-week insti-

tute on “Native Son” author Richard Wright. 

Janet Sharistanian, associate professor, earned 

a $139,654 grant for a five-week seminar on 

the United States and World War I. Faculty 

member Ann Rowland was honored as one of 

five KU faculty members to receive the Out-

standing Educator Award from the Mortar 

Board National Honor Society.

Environmental Studies

Karl Brooks, associate professor, was nomi-

nated by President Barack Obama to be the 

regional administrator for the U.S. Environ-

mental Protection Agency. England Porter, 

May 2009 graduate, and Margaret Tran, senior 

from Derby, are featured as KU Women of 

Distinction in the 2009-2010 calendar edition. 

Porter spearheaded the Potter Lake Project 

and Tran was instrumental in creating and 

planting the Rain Garden next to the Ambler 

Student Recreation Center. 

European Studies

Highlighted offerings for the program in 

the spring include: The European Union; 

European Civilization in World Context: Islam 

in Europe; and Opposition to the European 

Union. The program co-sponsored the Peace 

and Conflict Studies lecture last spring at 

KU. David Cortright, president of the Fourth 

Freedom Foundation, spoke on “The Power 

of Nonviolence.”

Film and Media Studies 

Kevin Willmott, KU associate professor of film 

and media studies, won best director for his 

latest film, “The Only Good Indian,” at the 

34th annual American Indian Film Festival. 

John Tibbetts, associate professor, was 

invited to Leipzig and Zwickzau, Germany, 

in January to give a presentation on his 

research and current publications on the life 

and music of German Romantic composer 

Robert Schumann.

French and Italian

The department is offering a new course 

this spring, Francophone Canada, taught by 

Nicole Boudreau, lecturer. The department 

also awarded scholarships totaling $29,700 

for undergraduate study abroad in France and 

Italy. In fall, doctoral candidate in French Mary 

Orieji Mba was named KU Woman of Distinc-

tion and in spring was named Outstanding 

International Woman Student.

Geography

Jerome Dobson, professor, has been selected 

to work in and advise the U.S. State Depart-

ment during the 2009-10 academic year as 

a Jefferson Science Fellow. James R. (Pete) 

Shortridge, professor, was selected as a 2009 

Chancellors Club award recipient. The award 

recognizes outstanding research and teach-

ing. Johannes Feddema, professor, is acting 

chair of the department while chair Terry 

Slocum is on sabbatical. The department 

hosted another successful Globe-O-Mania 

contest in November.

Geology

Don Steeples, senior vice provost and McGee 

Distinguished Professor, was recently awarded 

honorary membership by the Society of Ex-

ploration Geophysicists. Associate Professor 

Luis Gonzalez began his term as chair of the 

department in August. Paul Selden, Gulf-Hed-

berg Distinguished Professor of Invertebrate 

Paleontology, and Daniel Stockli, associate 

professor, will lead a study tour this summer 

through the geology, scenery and natural his-

tory of the Swiss Alps.

German Languages and Literatures

The American Turners New York recently 

donated their entire archives to the Max 

Kade Center for German-American Studies at 

KU. The New York society was instrumental 

Left to right: American Studies Professor Ann Schofield spent the 2008-09 academic year as a Senior Research Fellow at Oxford University; Anthony Bolden, 
new associate professor in African and African-American Studies; Nina Vyatkina, assistant professor of Germanic Languages and Literature, receives a Paul 
Pimsleur Award for Research in Foreign Language Education (in gray suit); Kelly Chong, associate professor of sociology, who is conducting field work in New 
York and Chicago; environmental studies Professor Karl Brooks is sworn in as regional administrator for the Environmental Protection Agency.

Left to right: Christoper Elles, new assistant professor in chemistry; Geetanjali Tiwari, lecturer in religious studies, teaches a Hindi language course; economics  
Professor Donna Ginther is studying factors that lead women to leave the sciences; the Department of Spanish and Portuguese, with generous donor support, has 
established a fund to recognize the outstanding lifetime achievement of Professor Emeritus George Woodyard; print by Mari Lacure, graduate student in visual art.



16

clas notes

17

clas notes

memories of older Kansans’ experiences in 

churches, synagogues, mosques and temples 

before such stories are lost to time. 

Slavic Languages & Literature

The American Association of Teachers of 

Slavic and East European Languages honored 

William J. Comer, associate professor, as the 

2009 recipient of the Distinguished Service 

award. Marc L. Greenberg, chair and profes-

sor, gave the plenary lecture “The Meaning 

of South Slavic Dialectology” at the open-

ing of the 6th Congress of Dialectology and 

Geolinguistics in September at the University 

of Maribor, Slovenia. 

Sociology

Assistant Professor Kelly Chong is conducting 

field work in Chicago and New York for her 

new project on Asian-Americans, intermar-

riage, and the politics of race/gender. Assistant 

Professor Tanya Golash-Boza is conducting 

work on the transnational ties of deportees. 

Professor Shirley A. Hill, along with John Rury 

from the School of Education, is collecting 

oral history and archival data on the experi-

ences of African-Americans who attended 

high school between 1940–1970.

Spanish and Portuguese

The department, with the support of a 

generous donor, has established a fund to 

recognize the outstanding lifetime achieve-

ment of Professor Emeritus George Wood-

yard. The George Woodyard Fellowship will 

support graduate students as they study Latin 

American literature and culture. The depart-

ment has also launched project Acceso, an 

open-access digital curriculum for intermedi-

ate level Spanish. 

Speech-Language-Hearing

Steven Barlow, professor, recently received 

the Dolph Simons Award in Biomedical 

Sciences, a Higuchi Research Achievement 

Award. Emily Zimmerman, doctoral student, 

recently received a prestigious $10,000 schol-

arship from the American Speech Language 

Hearing Association Foundation. Diane Loeb, 

associate professor, and colleagues received 

the Editors award from the Journal of Speech-

Language-Hearing.

Theatre

During the 2009-10 academic year, the 

department is launching a series of courses 

designed to increase students’ awareness of 

the diverse world in which we live. During 

the fall semester, the courses offered were 

Theatre and the Holocaust, taught by new 

assistant professor Rebecca Rovit, and Hip 

Hop and Popular Culture, led by new assistant 

professor Nicole Hodges Persley. This spring, 

Henry Bial, associate professor, is teaching 

Jewish-American Pop Culture. 

Undergraduate Biology

Greg Burg began his term as director of the 

program this academic year. The program 

and the Biological Sciences Alumni Advisory 

Board sponsored a career night in the fall for 

students to inquire about biology careers. 

Participating organizations included Aerotek 

Scientific, IBT Laboratories, Clinical Labora-

tory Sciences (KU Med Center), School of 

Nursing (KU Med Center), Midwest Anatomic 

Pathology Laboratory, LLC, Peace Corps, 

UKanTeach, and the US Army Health Care 

Recruiting Team.

Visual Art 

A show highlighting the works of 30 fac-

ulty members in the department opened in 

January at the Art and Design Gallery. The 

department now is part of the School of the 

Arts housed within the College. The faculty 

members represent the programs of ceram-

ics, expanded media, metalsmithing and jew-

elry, painting, printmaking, sculpture, textiles 

and visual art education. 

Women, Gender and  

Sexuality Studies

The program presents several gender semi-

nars in the spring: Ayu Saraswati, assistant 

professor, “Cosmopolitian Whiteness: The 

Effects and Affects of Skin-Whitening and 

Tanning Advertisements in Transnational 

Media;” Marietjie Myburg of the Governance 

and AIDS Program, Idasa, South Africa, 

Institute for Democracy in Africa, “The Chal-

lenge of Building AIDS-Resilient Democratic 

Societies in Africa;” and Omofolabo Ajayi-

Soyinka, associate professor, “Old Songs of 

the New Market Square: Senegalese Women 

in Global Times”.

Berkson, graduate student, was selected as 

Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant. Al-

lard Jongman, chair and professor, was elected 

Fellow of the Acoustical Society of America in 

recognition of his contributions to the nature 

of phonetic representations.

Mathematics

Professor Satya Mandal began his term as 

chair of the department in August. Last spring, 

alumnus Shane Haas, who is now with Gold-

man Sachs in New York City, gave the Russell 

Bradt Memorial Undergraduate Colloquium. 

The lecture was titled “Carbon and Calculus: 

Is it Getting Hot in Here?” The lecture was 

part of the department’s annual Math Aware-

ness Month activities. 

Molecular Biosciences

The Department welcomes Dr. Mizuki Azuma 

as their newest faculty member.  Dr. Matthew 

Buechner won this year’s HOPE award, rec-

ognizing his teaching excellence. Dr. Audrey 

Lamb was honored with the prestigious Kem-

per award, and Jim Orr was honored with an 

outstanding mentoring award. This year the 

faculty has published 58 research articles and 

presented their work at meetings and univer-

sities around the world. 

Museum Studies Program

Graduate students recently hosted an event 

aimed at uncovering the secrets of the 

Underground Railroad. Graduate Bertram 

Lyons is KU’s nominee for this year’s Midwest 

Association of Graduate Studies (MAGS) 

Distinguished MA Thesis Award.  Bert earned 

his master’s degree in May and now holds 

the position of Folklife Specialist/Digital Asset 

Manager at the American Folklife Center of 

the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. 

Philosophy 

Ben Eggleston, associate professor, became 

chair of the Philosophy Department on July 

1. Ann Cudd, associate dean and profes-

sor, presented a paper, “Truly Humanitarian 

Intervention,” at the XXIVth World Congress 

of Philosophy of Law and Social Philosophy 

in Beijing. Director and professor James Woel-

fel’s paper, “Descartes and the Existentialists: 

The Continuing Fruitfulness of the Cogito,” 

has been accepted for publication in a forth-

coming volume of essays. 

Physics and Astronomy

John Beacom (B.S., ’91) recently received the 

outstanding teaching award from The Ohio 

State alumni. Professor Adrian Melott, gradu-

ate student Drew Overholt, and Professor 

Martin Pohl of Iowa State University are re-

examining claimed associations between our 

sun and planets traveling through spiral arms 

of our galaxy and cold periods on Earth led to 

research on effects of cosmic rays on climate. 

Astronomy students taking a new observa-

tional techniques class spent Halloween night 

using the Tombaugh telescope at its off-cam-

pus site west of Auburn, Kan.

Political Science

Robert Rohrschneider began his appoint-

ment as the first Sir Robert Worcester 

Distinguished Professor in Public Opinion 

and Survey Research this fall. He gave his 

inaugural lecture in October. In April, the 

department celebrated the 25th anniversary 

of its Washington Semester Intern Program, 

directed by Burdett Loomis, professor. Ryan 

Gibb, graduate student, has received a highly 

prestigious Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Disserta-

tion Research Abroad award.

Psychology

For the first time, U.S. News and World 

Report ranked the department as one of 

the top graduate training programs in the 

country. The graduate program ranked 21st 

among public universities, and 40th among all 

universities. Professor James Juola is currently 

a Co-Principle Investigator I of a $4,000,000 

European Union Grant, divided among nine 

other people from five countries. He will be 

studying the design and usefulness of robot 

assistants for elderly people with disabilities 

causing them to be home-bound. 

Public Administration 

John Nalbandian, professor, will receive the 

2010 Charles Levine Award for outstanding 

teaching, service, and publication from the 

American Society for Public Administration. 

Heather Getha-Taylor and Chris Silvia have 

been appointed assistant professors.

Religious Studies:

Student researchers from the department are 

scouring Kansas to record oral histories of ev-

eryday people with recollections of a host of 

faiths. They are taking part in a new class led 

by Professor Tim Miller, who hopes to collect 

Left to Right: The Celebration of the Arts reception recognizing the new School of the Arts; Rebecca Rovit, new assistant professor in theatre; 
scene from “Right Now,” a music video created by and starring Nathan Berg, who received his Ph.D. in economics from KU.

Left to Right: Andrew T. Tsubaki, professor of theatre and film and East Asian languages and cultures from 1968 to 2000, died in December 2009; assistant professor 
Nathan Wood, history, gives a talk at the Center for Russian, East European and Eurasian Studies’ fall workshop; Earl Holmes Brooks, senior in American studies, is 
among four students in the College competing for Rhodes, Marshall and Mitchell scholarships; KU alumni at Bagram Airfield in Afghanistan: Colonel Marilyn Jenkins, 
Major General Jeffrey Schloesser and Colonel John C. Burdett.



white house worthy: 

Plant Scientist 
Joy Ward 

You were recently elected to the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, alongside Mario 
Capecchi, winner of the 2007 Nobel Peace 
Prize. What is your sense of being included in 
such a prestigious society?

It was thrilling to walk across the stage in 
Harvard Sanders Theatre to inscribe my name 
in the roster of Academicians. The list of current 
historians who have been elected to the Academy 
is not very long, so it is a rare honor to represent 
KU in that capacity.  

What inspired you to conduct research and 
teach in the field of environmental history?

I would not have approached environmental 
history as I have without a long tradition of 
American writing by such people as biologist and 
ecologist Rachel Carson and conservationist and 
educator Aldo Leopold. In addition, my experi-
ences living in New England and Hawaii have 
been an inspiration to me.

green research: 

Environmental 
Historian 
Donald Worster

Donald Worster is the Joyce and Elizabeth Hall 
professor of U.S. History, a Professor of environ-
mental studies and recently an elected member 
of the prestigious Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
His passion for conservation and the natural 
world are evident in his award-winning books, 
including his most recent work: “A Passion for 
Nature: The Life of John Muir” (Oxford University 
Press, 2008). Between his numerous academic 
and individual pursuits, he shared a few thoughts 
on his work and sources of inspiration.

In a field where women have traditionally been 
outnumbered, Joy Ward is making great strides 
as associate professor of ecology and evolution-
ary biology. Her work encompasses both hu-
manitarian and scientific elements, from fostering 
the academic success of young researchers to 
helping raise awareness of human influence on 
the natural world. A scholar, wife and mother of 
two, Ward is a valuable and innovative faculty 
member. Recently she reflected on her decision 
to become a scientist and the academic facets 
of studying plant physiology. 

What environmental or conservation  
causes are you personally active in outside  
of academics?

For nearly 20 years I have served on the board of 
directors of the Land Institute, whose president is 
my friend and mentor Wes Jackson (MA in biol-
ogy from KU in 1960). The Land Institute strives 
to bring an ecological perspective to agriculture. 

What do you feel is the most important envi-
ronmental issue our state is facing today?

The most pressing issue on the Great Plains 
is how we can continue to raise food without 
destroying the soil on which we depend and how 
we can generate energy without disturbing the 
climate on which our well-being depends. 

The Presidential Early Career Award for Sci-
entists and Engineers from the White House 
is a prestigious award recognizing outstanding 
research and community service in numerous 
fields, including science. What was your reac-
tion when you learned you were selected for 
this honor?

I was very excited to learn that my research was 
being recognized at the level of the White House.  
I was also honored and humbled as there are 
many excellent scientists in this country who are 
making major advancements in my field as well 
as others.

Your research addresses how plants have 
evolved in response to changing carbon dioxide 
levels over time. In the context of current 
climate change concerns, what might be the 
implications of your research?

Carbon dioxide is the primary source of carbon 
for photosynthesis. Changes in its availability can 

affect plant growth and functioning. Therefore, 
climate change issues can have major effects on 
vegetation, animals and microbes. It is critical 
that we focus on these issues from both a scien-
tific and humanitarian perspective. We may be 
entering an era of species extinctions that rivals 
major extinction events in the geologic past. This 
time, however, it is due to human influence.

Who has been influential in fostering your fas-
cination with the study of plant physiology?

My parents always encouraged my pursuing 
science studies and my biology teachers gave 
me opportunities to do research and participate 
in teaching at a young age. My husband, Robert 
Ward, is a professor in the molecular biosciences 
department at KU and provides perspectives that 
significantly enhance my work. We discuss our 
research and learn a great deal from each other in 
new areas of science. 

Donald Worster, Joyce and 
Elizabeth Hall Professor of U.S. 
History, received Scotland’s 
Saltire Society homecoming lit-
erary award for his biography of 
John Muir. Pictured with Michael 
Russell MSP, Minister for Educa-
tion, at the National Library of 
Scotland in Edinburgh.

Professor Joy Ward in the 
Haworth Hall greenhouse with 
students Ellen Duffy and Taylor 
Leibbrandt who work in her lab. 
Ward researches plants that 
grew during the last ice age—
about 18,000 years to 20,000 
years ago—when low carbon 
dioxide levels may have been 
highly limiting for plant life.
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Katherine S. Conway-Turner, PhD
Matthew R. Cooley
Robert L. Corder, III & Katherine Daniel Corder
Paul V. Crawford, PhD & Dr. Suzanne Crawford
Kathryn A. Crouch & Cleo I. Crouch Jr.
Malonne I. Davies, PhD & Dale M. Davies
Regina Delight Davis
Douglas R. Denney
Dottie Thomas Dickey
David A. Doll, MD & Sarah Medcraft Doll
C. Stewart Doty
Robert L. Dufield & Dawn Drass Dufield, PhD
Mark D. Dwyer
Dan L. Eaton, PhD
Kristin D. Eck & Phillip D. Eck
Donald L. Eilenstine, PhD
Brent D. Eilerts
Rosalind K. Ellingsworth
Ann E. Elmborg & James K. Elmborg, PhD
Paul A. Fellers
Zhaodong Feng, PhD
Ronald A. Francisco & Deborah S. Francisco
Victor M. Franco
Paul C. Franks, PhD
Craig C. Garrison
Brian C. Gaylor
Lynn G. George & Neal A. George
Dwight C. Gilkison
Todd W. Gillis
Linda H. Glasscock
Michael C. Griffin
Stephen M. Griffin
Teresa M. Grimm
Michael R. Gunter & Jennifer Hurst Gunter
Saralyn Reece Hardy & Randall R. Hardy
Brandon W. Hatch
Michelle Heffner Hayes
Susan E. Hickman, PhD & Dana O. Roberts
Jack G. Hills, PhD
Edward A. Hinck, PhD & Shelly Schaefer Hinck, 
PhD
H. Jerry Hodgden
David F. Hogben
Herbert M. Hohn & Mary C. Hohn
Matthew D. Holt
Daniel B. Houston
Larry J. Hovey & Elizabeth Hovey
Charles C. Howard, PhD
Raymond Hummert, PhD & Mary L. Higgins 
Hummert, PhD
Mark Huycke, MD
David E. Idleman
Rick E. Ingram, PhD & Nancy A. Hamilton

Elaine M. Ironsmith, PhD
William B. Jenkins
John Jimenez & Naida J. Jimenez
Donald G. Jones, PhD
Wade Jones & Amy Wolf Jones
Matthew D. Jordan & Carrie Jordan
Michael L. Judd
Clifford S. Jury
Howard E. Keim, PhD
Debbie C. Kemp
Lesley T. Ketzel
Christine L. Kohls-Heavner
Sachiko Sugawa Kushiro
Jane E. Lages
Brian B. Laird, PhD
Jean Y. Lee, PhD
Thomas L. Lentell & Linda Bartlett Lentell
Elizabeth A. Lindquist, PhD & David C. Caylor
Diana D. Long
Suzanne L. Lykken & Matthew A. Lykken
Kenneth E. Lyons
Peter Madrigal & Laura C. Madrigal
Rev. Sharon M. Mahood, PhD
Jane Wofford Malin, PhD
Paul D. Mangler
Steven G. Martin
Christine Childress Maurer & A. Ford Maurer
Carl D. McElwee, PhD & Margery McElwee
William H. McMahan Jr., PhD
Rodney E. McNeal, PhD
LTC Melanie Sanders Meier & LTC Thomas 
A. Meier
Patsy A. Meisel, PhD
Stephanie Kraus Merrill & Michael H. Merrill, 
PhD
Robert B. Merritt, PhD & Johna U. Merritt
JoAnn S. Milam
Dean M. Miller
Paul J. Monson & Linda Warhola Monson
Dennis G. Morrell, PhD
Lawrence H. Muhlberg
Catherine S. Mulholland & Kenneth L. Mulhol-
land, PhD
John M. Nachbar & Patti S. Nachbar
Patricia Nall

Betty Brown Nault
Thomas E. Neighbors
David G. Nelson, PhD
Susan Snyder Ooton
Peter F. Orazem, PhD & Patricia M. Cotter
Jeremy B. Ozias
Scott W. Palmer & Leesa K. Palmer
Nancy Olson Pascale & Carl M. Pascale
La Dean Stahl Powers
Lori A. Price & Kent J. Price
Lucy J. Price, PhD
Daniel J. Pullen
Colleen Wright Rand & Kenneth H. Rand, MD
Kevin L. Rand, PhD
Daniel S. Redler & Dara S. Redler
Henry D. Remple, PhD
Robert L. Riemer, PhD & Mary L. Savage
Janet Riley-Zuther
Patricia Cain Rodewald
J. David Rush
Martha Larson Ryan & Marc R. Ryan
Duane H. Sackett & Peggy Sackett
Eldon D. Schriock, MD & Elizabeth A. Schriock, 
MD
Paula Drumright Seikel, PhD & John A. Seikel, 
PhD
Kirwin R. Shaffer, PhD & Mary J. Rose-Shaffer
Ronald V. Shaklee, PhD
Chuck Shaw, DVM
LTC James B. Simms, USA, Retired & Patricia 
H. Simms
Clifford H. Smith
Peter P. Souza
Drew V. Speer, PhD & Nanci Speer
Andrea S. Steinle & Gary D. Steinle
Julie A. Stenken, PhD
John T. Stewart III & Linda Bliss Stewart
Elinor Hadley Stillman
Lisa D. Stockli & Daniel F. Stockli
Frederick L. Toner, PhD
Theresa M. Towner, PhD & Steven W. Sloan
Lisa A. Traver
William M. Tsutsui & Marjorie E. Swann
Kathleen J. Turner, PhD
Stephen P. Van Sickle & Carolyn S. Van Sickle

Steven M. Vincent, PhD & Joan C. Vincent
George D. Wait
Steven C. Ward
Daniel C. Warren, PhD & Jane E. Warren, PhD
Richard A. Watkins*
Pamala Lynn Freund Watson & Edwin R. 
Watson
Leslie Stein Wells
Philip A. Wells & Michelle Beckman Wells
Sandra L. White & Paul D. White
Wesley R. White, PhD & Ruth E. White*
Mary L. Morris Wolsey, PhD & Wayne C. 
Wolsey, PhD
Judith K. Wonn
Roger L. Wood & Lou Ann Wood
George W. Woodyard, PhD & Eleanor A. 
Woodyard
Carolyn Bryan Young
Jil A. Zeugin
Andrew Zucker

Corporate Donors
Alpha Rho Gamma
American Psychological Association
Amgen Inc.
Audubon Miami Valley
Autumn Road Family Practice, P.A.
Beloit Junior-Senior High School Student 
Council
Beloit Junior-Senior High School Staff
Beloit Junior-Senior High School Special Educa-
tion Classroom
Boettcher Supply, Inc.
Capital Group Companies Charitable Founda-
tion
Carrboro Garden Club
Carrico Implement Company Inc.
City of North Richland Hills
Civic Council of Greater Kansas City
City of Coleman
Darien Park District
Elmhurst Garden Club
Family Tree Nursery
The Financial Advisory Group
First Downs for Down Syndrome

Frasier & Johnson Attorneys-At-Law
French American Cultural Exchange
Friends at First National Bank
Friends at Guaranty State Bank
Garvey Kansas Foundation
Grapevine Garden Club, Inc.
Green Thumb Garden Club
Gro-Green Corporation
Guajome Girls Preservation Foundation
Jayhawk Audubon Society, Inc.
Kansas Association of Teachers of German
Kansas Kiwanis Foundation, Inc.
KUCIMAT
Langley Recycling, Inc.
Lawrence Coalition for Peace & Justice
Lehmann Maupin LLC
LWI Young Naturalist Group
Marathon Oil Corporation
Monarch Journey
Naked Beauty LLC
New England Foundation for the Arts
The New Theatre Guild
Pat’s Hairworks
Perkins Family Restaurant
Pestinger Distributing, Inc.
Piersol Foundation, Inc.
Pleasantdale Garden Club
Presbyterian Women Chapel In The Pines
Procter & Gamble Pharmaceuticals Inc.
Psi Chi National Office
Renet Inc.
Dr. Roy J. Rinehart Memorial Foundation
Rolling Plains Master Naturalists
SACNAS
Samson
Schnell & Pestinger, Inc.
Ruth Wyeth Spears Trust
Stoneham Theatre
Tang Research Foundation
United Way of the Columbia-Willamette
West Virginia Entomological Society
Francis and LaVerne Winterburg Family
World Council on Human Science
 
*Indicates donor is deceased.
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For information on how to support your passion: 

Jenna Goodman  |  jgoodman@kuendowment.org

LaRisa Lochner  |  llochner@kuendowment.org

Brandie Stormes  |  bstormes@kuendowment.org

Teah Weiss  |  tweiss@kuendowment.org

785-832-7357 or toll-free 1-800-444-4201

Please visit our Web site at www.kuendowment.org



Hollywood success firmly rooted in KU education
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(not just video) and learn about cameras, lenses, 
exposure, depth of field, composition, lighting, 
etc. The theory and history classes also gave 
me a well-rounded background in the business 
and art of filmmaking. Outside the classroom I 
worked hard to get involved with as many film 
and video projects as I could. I was very active in 
“KU Filmworks,” which provided many opportu-
nities to work on movies. I also got my start in TV 
while I was at KU, creating “Out of Focus,” a show 
on KUJH-TV that promoted the independent film 
scene in Kansas. All of these skills have served me 
extremely well in my career here in Los Angeles.

I also started learning about computer-generated 
visual effects while working on a project for the 
KU Libraries. “Library: Revolutions” and “Lord 
of the Libraries” were two informational videos 
I created for the KU Libraries that spoofed the 
“Matrix” and “Lord of the Rings” movies. In 
setting out to mimic those films, I was forced to 
learn a lot about visual effects. I give a lot of credit 
to the awesome people at the KU Libraries for giv-
ing us the opportunity to make something cool. 
I’ve obviously gotten a lot better since then, but I 
think my experience with visual effects in college 
really prepared me for a career in this field.

Chris Martin is a 2003 film graduate.

It’s hard to top winning an Emmy I have to say. 
I graduated KU in 2003, so I’ve had a relatively 
short career, but it has been an amazing roller 
coaster ride. 

My career in Los Angeles has been a classic case 
of being in the right place at the right time. The 
company I work for, Stargate Studios, was actu-
ally the first gig I landed after moving here from 
Lawrence. I was hired to be the key set produc-
tion assistant for a two-week models and min-
iatures shoot. I clicked with the crew and the 
company, and after two weeks they offered me a 
full-time job. 

My company works on a huge variety of projects. 
Currently we’re working on the season finale of 
“Heroes,” which is taking up most of my time 
these days. We also have ongoing work for “24,” 
“Private Practice,” “Grey’s Anatomy” and other 
shows. My favorite film projects have been “Idioc-
racy,” “Bobby” and most recently “High School 
Musical 3.” Though “HSM3” was not my personal 
favorite film, it was exciting to do all the effects for 
a film that hit number one at the box office.

I learned a ton about film production and film 
theory at KU both through my classes and 
outside the classroom. KU’s film production 
classes gave me a great chance to work with film 

oread encore giving back

KU alumnus Paul Brooker thought so much of 
his alma mater that he left an estate gift of $2.5 
million to KU Endowment for unrestricted schol-
arship support of KU students. 

Paul Brooker and his wife, Mildred Hoffman, 
earned bachelor’s degrees in KU’s College of Lib-
eral Arts and Sciences in 1931. They met and dated 
while in college and married three years after 
graduation. Mildred died in 1991, Paul in 2000. 
His estate gift to KU took effect in 2009 following 
the death of his second wife, Virginia Brooker.

Brooker and his first wife, who lived in Wichita, 
were long-time supporters of KU. In 1975, he es-
tablished an unrestricted scholarship named for 
her. His recent estate gift created two additional 
scholarships, one named for him and the other in 
both their names.

Paul Brooker, who grew up in Marion, Kan., car-
ried with him a lifelong passion for what he had 
learned at KU. In a letter he wrote to KU Endow-
ment in 1989, Brooker stressed the importance of 
working hard in college. He was proud of having 
made the dean’s honor roll and of his good stu-
dent performance overall. 

“I accomplished this by extremely hard work and 
religiously attending classes,” Brooker said. “I do 
not have the IQ of many other people, but I have 
drive and ambition.”

The Brookers’ daughter, Diane Wingate, of 
Wichita, said four generations of her family 
graduated from KU. This included Diane and her 
husband, Garold, and their four sons, Timothy, 
Steven, Michael and the late Thomas Wingate. The 
Wingates’ grandchildren also are attending or 
plan to attend KU. 

Wingate described her father as a charismatic and 
dynamic businessman who devoted much of his 
career to his Wichita firm, Brooker Sales. The com-
pany helped retail stores throughout the U.S. and 
Canada manage special promotions and store clos-
ings. Today, Wingate and her husband own and 
operate the company, now named Wingate Sales. 

In another letter Brooker wrote to KU Endowment 
in 1989, he expressed his fondness for the university.

“I think the best four years of our lives were spent 
in Lawrence, Kansas, at the university,” he wrote.

CLAS alumnus leaves $2.5 million 
estate gift for scholarships

Above: Paul Brooker and his 
wife, Mildred Hoffman; First 
Snow Hall as shown in 1931 
when the Brookers were  
KU students.

Gift Information
I/We would like to make a gift of:

$ _________ In support of the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

$ _________ Deans Club (minimum $1,000) 

$ _________ Other ___________________________________

Gift is from 

Name ______________________________________________
   Name(s) as they should appear on receipt

Address ____________________________________________

  ____________________________________________

Preferred email _____________________________________

Phone number _____________________________________

MAIL TO:
Gift Processing
P.O. Box 928

Lawrence, KS 66044-0928
1-800-444-4201

100% of your gift will be used
to benefit the area of your choice

at the University of Kansas.

www.kuendowment.org

Giving Options
• Give securely online: www.kuendowment.org/givenow
• Check the appropriate credit card:

     q              q              q              q

     Credit Card # _____________________________      

     Exp. Date _______  _______

     Signature _________________________________

• Please make checks payable to: KU Endowment

Can your gift be matched?
Your gift may be enhanced through employer matching gift programs. 
You may be eligible if you or your spouse are employed by, serve on a 
board for, or are retired from a matching gift company. Contact your 
HR department or visit kuendowment.org/matching.

Company _________________________________________

Spouse’s Company _________________________________

Procedure: q Form enclosed   q  Other procedure initiated7CM
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P Are you a CLAS 
graduate with a story 
about how your KU 
experience helped get 
you where you are  
today? Send column 
ideas to cappel@
ku.edu. 

Chris Martin calls his mom to  
        tell her he’s won an Emmy. 
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April 9 
Deans Club Banquet 

April 30 
Mini College registration deadline

May 2 
Make it Funky CLAS Act

May 16 
KU Commencement

Stay Connected to the College

May 24–28 
Mini College Conference

Sept. 1 
Alumni Distinguished Achievement Award 
nomination deadline

Oct. 16 
Hospitality on the Hill tailgate tent

Oct. 23 
Homecoming

For more information, contact Christie Appelhanz at cappel@ku.edu or 785.864.3516.
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